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The most striking difference in the men’s responses occurred in response to two questions
related to the topic of sexual orientation. In one question (item 9), participants were asked
to rate the overall importance of reducing discrimination against lesbians and gay men. The
women’s results were nearly identical to the men’s in that they rated the value of
addressing discrimination against lesbians and gay men as extremely important and
reported similar levels of support for directing antidiscrimination laws at protecting lesbians
and gay men (Table 5). In contrast, the men’s responses were quite different from the
women’s in their report of levels of support for using antidiscrimination laws to protect
lesbians and gay men as opposed to other minority groups. Specifically, while the women
showed no differences in the level of importance they placed on protecting lesbians and gay
men as compared with protecting other minority groups, the men reported that both
lesbians and gay men were less important and that the level of importance of protecting
lesbians and gay men was not significantly greater than that of protecting African
Americans, Asians, and Latinos (Table 5). Table 7. The Gender Gap in Support for Protecting
Lesbians and Gay Men in the Context of Other Minorities LowerLower Education Women
Men 38.53% 48.88% 37.64% 34.95% 60.99% 46.92% 21.39% 29.90% 54.13% 29.66%
86.18% 26.43% 29.97% 26.61% 19.03% 17.82% 21.98% 21.82% 52.56% 34.96% 30.12%
44.62% 23.26% 34.22% 17.56% 31.75% 14.68% 43.28% 34.17% 51.18% 49.73% 33.21%
13.77% 33.61% 15.60% 45.92% 36.62% 47.89% 34.79% 42.49% 13.08% 45.07% 31.36%
47.54% 25.20% 45.45% 34.30% 45.25% 30.29% 41.47% 24.79% 37.50% 14.70% 37
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